While property experts spruik location,
location, location, Luke Van Dyck is
yelling maintenance, maintenance,
maintenance.

The Newport builder and owner of LVD
Industries cannot believe how often he is
called to ajob which has escalated into
thousands of dollars just because a simple
repair was not made earlier.

“lt'scrazy,” he said. “"Ahomeiis the
biggest investment most people make,
yet they maintain their cars more
regularly. Jobs which end up costing
homeowners $20,000 could have been
done for $800 if maintenance had been
done.”’

Van Dyck, a television presenter on
Australian Renovation, has launched his
first book Home Maintenance .

“We talk about the common things
which can go wrong and can be
avoided,”” he said.

"'The book feaches you to learn the lingo,
to get familiar with your tools and your
handskills. Don’t jump intfo a big project
straight away, start small and work your
way up.”’

Van Dyck said the trouble with DIY
television shows is that the tfradies don’t
actually teach the viewers how to do jobs

properly.

“"Houses do not get renovated in two
days,”” he said. The book also features a
guide forhomeowners to protect and
educate themselves. *Quite oftenit’s the

HOMELVING
Avoid pitfalls of home repairs

WIN A BOOK

Luke Van Dyck advises homeowners to do research before embarking on any project.

homeowner’s fault that things go wr

because they don’t do theirresearch,””
he said. “'They’llaccept the cheapest
price without checking out the person
quotingit. Check the contractor has a
licence, make sure the licence covers the

work you need done, make sure the

name on the contfractis the same as the
one onthelicence. Allthese things will

protectyou.””

A third-generation builder, Van Dyck said

he more or less fell into the building

IF you’d like a copy of Home

Maintenance, tell us in 25 words

ong industry after graduating from Narrabeen
Sports High. **I spent all my holidays and
weekends on building sites with dad

earning pocket money,”” he said.

'l got good grades at the end of year 12
but thought it was silly not to jump into an
industry | knew and understood.””

However, while Van Dyck advises on
choosing the right contractors and how
to manage them, he encourages
homeowners to have a go af fixing
problems themselves.

orless why you need handyman
help. Write your response on the
back of an envelope and send it
to Home Handyman, The Manly
Daily, 26 Sydney Rd, Manly, 2095.
Or enter online at
manlydaily.com.au/
competitions. The competition
closes on Friday, August 26. For
full terms and conditions visit
manlydaily.com.au/
competitions
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Save up to 50%"
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KOOKA BLINDS
Bde 9982 1211

sales@kookablinds.com.au
. www.kookablinds.com.au

Roller Folding Arm Basswood
Day/Night System 2000 Polyresin
Sunscreen Bistro PVC Aluminium
Romansl Straight prop MOTORISATION
Panel Glides Automatic "
Venetian Can Blinds
Verl?c: R:co\%rs Awnings

© 0 Shutters
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LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS SERVICING NORTHERN BEACHES SINCE 1988
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Specialising in beautiful custom made
wardrobes and detailed joinery

KARMANN CABINETS P/L - WARRIEWOOD

Lic. 217223C

0403 341 993
www.karmann.com.au
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CEDAR BLIND RESTORATION
SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE
Strip back & re-conditions your blinds
The end result is better than new!

2209597m 9/12

from 8729

Open Mon - Sat
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9905 8460

www.instyleseating.com.au

100% SERVICE. THAT'S THE
CRAFTSMAN DIFFERENCE.

At Gotcha Covered, we understand that it may be a little tricky
to choose between one timber shutter and another. At first
glance they may all seem the same... but on closer inspection,
the difference is huge. At Gotcha Covered, we guarantee that
your shutters have been measured, crafted and installed
by highly experienced and qualified cabinetmakers. Which
means they’ll continue to look amazing for years. Now that’s
the true craftsman difference.

Call us on 9982 8677 and ask us to see one of our craftsmen —
we’ll show you exactly why Gotcha Covered is the only choice
for timber shutters. Or visit us at Unit 57, 176 South Creek Road,
Dee Why NSW 2099.

Our showrooms are open Monday to Thursday 8.30am — 4.30pm, Friday 8.30am - 3pm and on Saturday by appointment.
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TIMBER SHUTTERS

www.gotchashutters.com.au
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